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Racial disparities found in ® 
city’s construction dollars 


Study of capital projects shows them weighted toward white areas 


who conducted the study. That legacy left Baltimore 
a divided city with largely black neighborhoods 
flanking a ribbon of largely white areas in the 
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A fresh analysis of $670 million of budgeted middle. 


capital projects in Baltimore found that predomi- 
nantly white neighborhoods were slated for almost 
twice as much spending over the past five years as 


mostly minority parts of the city. 


The findings exemplify how Baltimore continues 
to be shaped by a long legacy of racial segregation, 


according to the city Planning Department staffers See CONSTRUCTION, page 15 


“This reflects what people feel, but it’s surprising 
to see it in numbers like this,” said Kristen Ahearn, 
one of the city planners involved in the project. 

Money in the capital budget shapes the city’s 
public spaces — helping to renovate schools, 
libraries and museums, upgrade community cen- 


Mayor Catherine Pugh 
says that the city has 
shifted its focus and is 
increasingly directing 
funds to the needs of 
low-income neighbor- 
hoods. 


Lighting the first lights 


tion of the eight days of Hanukkah. ARTICLE, NEWS PG 4 


KENNETH K. LAM/BALTIMORE SUN 
Rabbi Shmuel Kaplan, top left, and Mayor Catherine Pugh, top center, gather at the Inner Harbor’s McKeldin Square to 
light the menorah during the Baltimore Chanukah Festival, a prominent part of the city’s Jewish residents’ commemora- 


Sessions 
calls for 
action 


on gangs 


Attorney general expects 
FBI to act on city’s request 
in Sean Suiter case 


By JOHN FRITZE 
The Baltimore Sun 


U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions said 
Tuesday that the FBI “probably” would be 
able to act on Baltimore’s request for that 
agency to take over the investigation of the 
death of a city police detective last month, 
but it remained unclear when a decision 
would be made. 

Baltimore Police Commissioner Kevin 
Davis asked the FBI on 
Dec. 1 to take the lead on 
the probe into Detective 
Sean Suiter’s death. The 
FBI has said it is cooper- 
ating in the case but has 
not publicly responded to 
the city’s request. 

Suiter, 43, was shot in 
the head Nov. 15 as he 
Jeff Sessions investigated a triple 

killing from 2016 in 
Harlem Park, police said. He had been 
scheduled to testify before a federal grand 
jury the next day in the racketeering probe 
of Baltimore’s Gun Trace Task Force. 

Sessions, speaking Tuesday in Baltimore 
at a news conference focusing on inter- 
national gangs, said the FBI “will be 
considering that request and will probably 
be able to act on it with their initial 
decision.” Sessions did not respond to a 
See SESSIONS, page 11 
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Trump attacks Gillibrand 


After New York Democratic Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand called for President Donald 
Trump to resign over allegations of sexual misconduct, the president attacked Gilli- 
brand in a tweet that many saw as sexually suggestive, and which provoked fresh 


criticism. ARTICLE, NEWS PG 8 


NATION & WORLD 


TAX BILL DEAL: Lawmakers in Congress say 
that they are on the verge of striking a 
tentative agreement that would reconcile tax 
bills passed separately by the House and 
Senate. NEWS PG 8 


NW YORK ATTACK: A would-be suicide 
bomber is held on state terrorism charges 
while federal prosecutors prepare their own 
case in the rush hour blast in the heart of the 
New York City subway system. NEWS PG 6 


SPORTS 


MACHADO TRADE: The Orioles took meet- 
ings with clubs Tuesday on the possibility of 
trading third baseman Manny Machado. Dan 
Duquette indicated that Machado is valued 
but that the team is looking into its options. 
SPORTS PG1 
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MARYLAND 


PARADE IS ON: Mayor Catherine Pugh 
reversed herself on plans to replace next 
month’s Martin Luther King Jr. Day parade 
with a day of service and a battle of the bands 
at Morgan State University. NEWS PG 2 


NO HARASSMENT: Maryland will track 
allegations of sexual harassment made 
against state lawmakers, and politicians who 
violate the state’s code of conduct can be 
expelled from the legislature. NEWS PG 4 
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Health 
exchange 
extends 
deadline 


People gain a week to 
enroll in Obamacare 
through Md. website 


By MEREDITH COHN 
The Baltimore Sun 


Marylanders seeking health insurance 
under the federal Affordable Care Act will get 
an extra seven days to sign up, state officials 
plan to announce Wednesday. 

The new enrollment deadline is December 
22 rather than Friday. 

The deadline was extended by a week to 
accommodate procrastinators and avoid a 
last-minute enrollment crush at the end of 
this week. 

The state had adopted a shortened 45-day 
enrollment period set by the Trump adminis- 
tration for purchasing health insurance, 
known as Obamacare, on the federal ex- 
change used by most states. But Maryland 
operates its own online marketplace for those 
who do not get insurance through their jobs 
and was free to extend the deadline. 

“There is a strong indication that we are 
going to have a lot of folks coming back for 
renewal and a lot of new folks who heard 
about what’s going on,’ said Michele Eberle, 
the incoming executive director of the 
Maryland Health Benefit Exchange. “Once 
again we’re hearing from consumers how 
important having health coverage is to them. 
... They’re grateful to have insurance.” 

About 140,000 people have enrolled in 
private health plans so far this year, compared 
with about 130,000 people at this point a year 
ago. More have signed up directly with 
insurers. And another 290,000 are enrolled in 
Medicaid, the federal-state health plan for 
low-income residents, who can sign up 
year-round. 

There seems to be little confusion, but 
some anxiety, about actions taken in Wash- 
ington to unravel the health law. Eberle said 
perhaps that shows a level of comfort in the 
exchange’s fifth open enrollment period. 

Trump has disparaged the health law and 
taken several steps to undermine it, including 
See HEALTH EXCHANGE, page 15 


Doug Jones 
defeats Roy 
Moore in Ala. 


Senate race 


GOP candidate was dogged 
by sexual misconduct claims 


From wire services 


MONTGOMERY, ALA. — In a stunning 
victory aided by scandal, Democrat Doug 
Jones won Alabama’s special Senate elec- 
tion on Tuesday, beating back history, an 
embattled Republican opponent and Presi- 
dent Donald Trump, who urgently en- 
dorsed GOP rebel Roy 
Moore despite a series of 
sexual misconduct alle- 
gations. 

It was the first Demo- 
cratic Senate victory in a 
quarter-century in Ala- 
bama, one of the reddest 
of red states, and proved 
anew that party loyalty is F 
anything but sure in the Doug Jones 
age of Trump. It was a 
major embarrassment for the president and 
a fresh wound for the nation’s already 
divided Republican Party. 

The victory by Jones, a former U.S. 
attorney best known for prosecuting two 
Ku Klux Klansmen responsible for Birm- 
ingham’s infamous 1963 church bombing, 
narrows the GOP advantage in the U.S. 
Senate to 51-49. That imperils already 
uncertain Republican tax, budget and 
health proposals and injects tremendous 
energy into the Democratic Party’s early 
push to reclaim House and Senate major- 
See SENATE, page I 
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